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Principal's Message
The school year is underway, and we are excited to have our students back in the building. We
are extremely fortunate to live in a community that values and supports in-person learning,
even during a pandemic. COVID-19 has certainly brought challenges, but we continue to
overcome obstacles and keep student learning at the forefront. We want to ensure the safety
of students and staff at all times and have various precautionary measures in place to help us
do that. You can help by ensuring your child comes to school with a mask each day with an
extra in their backpack if they get misplaced.
This year, I would like us to come together as a school community to work to improve
attendance at Westwood Elementary. Last year we had approximately 35% of our students at
risk of being chronically absent. These absences did not include students that were
quarantined due to COVID-19. Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many absences can
cause children to fall behind in school. Attending school regularly helps children feel better
about school and themselves. We can start building good habits in preschool and
kindergarten, so our students learn right away that going to school on time, every day is

important. Eventually good attendance will be a skill that will help them succeed in high
school and college. Let’s work collectively to make regular attendance a priority.
Over the course of the year, you might hear your child reference “WIN” time, short for What I
Need. This is part of the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) framework that helps
educators provide academic and behavioral strategies for students with various needs. In
years past, students received these services in their homeroom class. However, we want to be
more intentional with our time and staff and therefore, they might have a different teacher
working with them for 20-30 minutes each day. These groups are smaller, so they can be very
focused for what each students needs. We are extremely excited about this initiative and the
academic opportunities it will provide to students.
Thank you for being such a strong part of our school community. Please feel free to stop by or
call the office at anytime at 785-717-4150.
Kimberly Dressman, Westwood Principal
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Counselor's Corner
Hello Wildcats! Welcome back!
I am excited for another year of learning in the Counselor Corner. This month we will focus our
learning on showing good character, active listening skills, and making good choices.
I am looking forward to assisting your child/children with learning about social and emotional
lessons😊
If you have any questions for the Westwood Counselor please feel free to reach me at:

Eboniechristion@usd475.org
Ms. Christion

Kindergarten
Our classes are focusing on key skills during these first few weeks of school. Some important
skills we are learning is how to be an active listener, how to talk with a partner, and how to
share ideas that we have about different topics. We are also starting our learning of various
phonological awareness skills that we will work on all year long. These skills will provide a
strong foundation for our learning this year. We will be reading stories and talking about how
families love and help each other, as well as all of the wonderful things we can do as
kindergarteners, and the things we hope to be able to do as we learn more and more!
Reading Tip: We have learned the following sight words: I, can, a
Help your student learn these words by having them find them in books, websites, games, and
while driving or walking around town. These are words we want to recognize just by looking at
them, rather than sounding them out!
In math we have started sorting and classifying objects based on their similarities and
differences. We are sorting by color, shape, size, as well as the function of the object. We are
starting to focus on the concept of zero, as well as identifying numbers from 0 to 5 and being
able to work with them in different configurations, math drawings and expressions. Once we
have mastered 0 through 5, we will then start identifying and working with numbers 6
through10. Soon we will be starting to work on the concept of “one more” for numbers 0 – 10.
Math Tip: Group together some items and count them aloud with your child. Write the number
of items and number word and read the word as you point to it. Repeat with different groups of
items and number words.
Ms. Sowell & Ms. Keller

1st Grade
We have had a great start to the school year. First graders are learning all about the STEP-UP
character traits and classroom rules, procedures, and routines.
In reading, we have been reviewing letter sounds and high frequency words. We have been
studying nursery rhymes and fairytales. In writing, we will be focusing on narrative writing this
quarter. The students will learn how to sequence a story and write a complete sentence. In
math, we are working on breaking apart a whole number into two parts with numbers 1-10. We
are learning how to use a ten-frame and number bond to help us break apart our numbers.

We are quickly becoming a classroom family and learning more about each other. We loved
listening to the students share items from their “Me Bag.” With these presentations, we
practiced our listening skills, speaking skills, and our manners. We are looking forward to a
great year!
Mrs. Bascue & Mrs. Biram

2nd Grade
Welcome to Second Grade! It's been a fast start to the 2021-2022 school year, but we are
Wildcat Ready!
One of our favorites to start the year is learning about each other. We do much of this in our
Daily Morning Meetings where we have creative ways to greet each other, interesting
questions to ask, and fun things to share. Oh, and there are neat activities to do that get us
energized and ready to learn for the day. As me or any Wizard or Ace about the Count to 10's
game, or how to play Coconut. There are a ton more that we have lined up. It is so important
to take time to get to know each other and build relationships. We believe our classroom
community is the key to us learning so well during the school year.
Mrs. Ascher & Ms. Witt

3rd Grade
3rd Grade Wildcat Families,
Our school year is off to an awesome start! Over the last few weeks, we have been diving into
Math, Reading, Science and Social Studies. In Math, our 3rd graders are working on
multiplication and division. During Reading, we have been learning how different cultures
contribute to communities. Science has been exciting with students exploring gravitational
and magnetic forces. Soon we will begin learning about cardinal directions in Social Studies.
This school year, 3rd grade will be participating in STEM, PE, Music, and Counseling lessons
during their Specials time. Twice a month we will be receiving Art lessons in the classroom.
Our students are also learning beginning coding skills. They will be using these skills to create
digital projects. The first few weeks have been a blast and we can’t wait to see what the rest
of the year brings!
Mr. McCallister & Ms. Staley

4th Grade
This is such an exciting time in fourth grade as our students are adjusting to new routines, as
we are breaking new ground in so many ways with such tremendous young people. This month
in math we will be going into the depths of place value, comparing numbers up to 9 digits long,
rounding, adding and subtracting up to 9 digit numbers, and digging into complex story
problems. We also continue our journey with strong efforts of memorizing our multiplication
facts.
In reading we are working hard in whole groups and small groups with both expository and
narrative text in our wonders program. We are using data driven instruction to best hone in our
teaching efforts to better serve our young people. We do ask our kids are applying their
learnings to 20 minutes of reading each night Monday through Thursday.
In science we are studying living organism adaptation and key components to their
environments and how they have adapted in a specialized way to better survive within a given
environment. Kids will be creating biomes for meal worms and observing changes taking
place. They will also be creating environments for critters we find on a critter hunt.
Mr. Hall & Ms. Dill

5th Grade
Hello 5th Grade Families!
We are excited for a year of fun, growth, and learning. As we kick off the year in math, we will
be learning to add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals. We will also be converting in the
metric system. In Language Arts, we will be studying narrative nonfiction and informational
texts while learning to interact with those texts through vocabulary, structure, and questioning.
Our science starts out exploring the sun and earth including many exhilarating investigations.
Examining the early exploration of the Americas through activities, reading, and projects is our
social studies objective.
On top of the rich curriculum we get to explore this month, we have many other fun activities
planned. Each morning, we have social emotional learning and team building during our
morning meetings. As students meet behavior expectations, they will be able to attend 'Fun
Fridays' where they will get to participate in various activities. Students will be able to dive
into their creative side in art, music, and STEM. It's going to be a great year!
Mrs. Ramos, Ms. Riley & Mrs. Mackay

Music
Hello Westwood Families!
My name is Sharon Williams and I am going to be your student's music teacher this year! We
are already off to a good year in music and I am so excited to be making music with your
kiddos. To start off this year we created a set of classroom goals to help us make the best of
our time in music. From there I put all the goals together that each class came up with.
Our goals are: Act responsibility, be respectful and friendly, come ready to learn, engage in
class, follow directions, and grow from our mistakes. We then made our goals into a song and
then created a backing track with instruments in each grade. We will review this song they
created throughout the year as a reminder of the culture we want in music. Be sure to ask your
student to perform our classroom goals song!
As well as making music, we have been listening to music at the start of each class. We
identify instruments, interesting parts of the music, and how the music makes us feel. All our
music is different genres from rock-n-roll to opera, from different cultures, and is stretching
our musical experiences. It’s going to be a great year!
Mrs. Williams

Pre-K
In PreK for the first few weeks we will be learning about the rules, expectation and routines
that are in a PreK classroom. Along with learning the classroom the students have started
learning all about themselves. Ask your child to identify their nose, mouth, eyes, and ears. You
can expand this learning at home by talking about what each of these body parts do for your
child. Ask your child to use these body parts to explore and describe different items or foods
you may have in the house.
Letters and words have been introduced during alphabet time. We have been talking a lot
about how different letters in the alphabet are what makes the words we say and read in a
book. During book time we have been talking about how an author writes the print in the book
and how an illustrator draws the illustration in the book and how print is the words and how
illustrations are the pictures you see in book.
In math time counting and sorting have been introduced. In social-emotional time we have
been talking about how to breath when we are upset and what our faces and body feel like
when we are happy and sad. For weekly updates please take the time to check out your child’s
Schoology page.

