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Important Dates
November 2nd: PTO Meeting at 4:15
November 11th: No School (Veteran’s Day)
November 18th: Westwood Family Night
November 22nd-26th Fall/Thanksgiving Break
November 29th: Major Saver Kickoff (Fundraiser Event)

Principal's Note
Fall is in the air and the temperatures are starting to get cooler. With that being said, please ensure
that your child is coming to school with adequate coats, hats and gloves that will keep them warm
during outside recess.
Outdoor recess will be held if:
· Outside air temperature and/or wind chill is 20° (F) or greater
· There is no falling precipitation
Limited outdoor recess will be held if:
· Outside air temperature and/or wind chill is between 10° and 19° (F)

· There is no falling precipitation
Indoor recess will be held if:
· Outside air temperature and/or wind chill is lower than 10° (F) or there is falling precipitation
We strongly encourage our families to label all their personal clothing items with your child’s first and
last name. This helps staff and students identify items that go missing throughout the day.
Cooler temperatures often bring snow and weather conditions that require school delays and
cancellations. Please update your cell phone information in Skyward to ensure that you are receiving
text alerts from the district and the school. If you need assistance with this, come by the office, or call
us at 785-717-4150. You can also like us on Facebook @WestwoodElementaryUSD475 for up-to-date
and frequent communication.
As a reminder, the Board of Education extended the mandatory mask policy. We continue to have
multiple students that are needing a mask as they arrive each morning. Please provide your student
with a mask each day. Thank you for your assistance and support with this.
We wish everyone a safe and relaxing fall break. Enjoy your time with loved ones and take time to
count your blessing.
Kimberly Dressman, Westwood Principal

Attendance Revised 7 30 13

Counselor Corner
It’s so hard to believe that November came so quickly! October was a jam-packed eventful month with
Wildcats focusing on Bully Prevention, Kindness, and Red Ribbon Week. Test your student’s knowledge
on the above topics😊 We actively participated in many activities in October to better understand each
weekly lesson.
This month our primary focus during lesson time will be GRATITUDE and THANKFULNESS! The
benefits of gratitude for children include increasing feelings of well-being and reduced feelings of
loneliness or disconnection. Studies have shown that positive relationships and even improved school

satisfaction can have a great positive outcome when gratitude is introduced and practiced in a school
setting.
If you have any questions for the school counselor, please feel free to reach out!
Ebonie.christion@usd475.org
Ms. Christion

Music
We have had a great start to the school year! I am so proud of all the students and how hard they have
been working this semester in music. Here are what each grade level has been up to.
Pre-K: We have been learning the difference between loud, talking, soft, and thinking voices. Their
favorite is the loud voice, but I have been very impressed with their thinking voice ability (them thinking
the song in their head while doing motions). We also have been learning the difference between fast
and slow. We have been moving a lot more in the music class with scarfs as well to get our bodies
feeling the pulse or beat in the music.
Kindergarten: Just finished our music program! This was the first of the year and I think it will be a
hard program to beat. The kiddos did amazing and were so adorable! I am personally so impressed
and proud of the hard work they did as well as proud of how well they did at performing. It is usually
not typical for kindergartners to have a music program first, but I knew these kiddos had what it took
to put on a good performance for the students and parents. Good job Kindergarteners!
First Grade: We have been learning about xylophones and correct etiquette of playing a xylophone. We
spent a few weeks learning songs and then transferring them to the xylophone and I was so
impressed with how well they did. We also just learned what a quarter note is and how to write a
quarter note. We finally are working on introducing the solfege “Sol” and “Mi” and have some fun
puppets visit us and do some song singing with us as we learned different songs focused on “Sol” and
“Mi”
Second Grade: We spent some time learning about xylophones and correct etiquette of playing a
xylophone. As well as review solfege “Sol” and “Mi” and notating rhythms and melodies on the board.
Let me say, your students BLEW me away. Some of the students could notate better then some college
students. I was so proud and can’t wait to see where they are headed. Finally, we are preparing to
learn a half note and how many beats the half note gets as well as how to notate. We have been
singing and playing lots of games associated with the half note.
Third Grade: We also spent some time exploring the xylophone as well as reviewing correct etiquette.
We then reviewed solfege and rhythms we have learned in past grades. We then introduced whole note
to the students. Now we are preparing for our music program in December. Students first wrote their
own raps and performed them in the class. And now we are learning some different dances from
Africa. The theme of the third-grade program is “rhythm”.
Fourth Grade: Fourth grade we started by remembering how to sing and reviewing rhythms and
solfege. We then moved into a rap unit where they wrote their own raps with a partner and then
performed their rap in front of the class. They all did amazing and really impressed me with their ability
to perform. Next, we learned our treble clef staff notes and we played many games, drank some hot
chocolate after practicing staff placement with marshmallows, and then had a small test over it which

each student did very well on. We are now learning some more complex rhythms together and singing
some more challenging songs.
Fifth grade: In fifth grade, we started out singing A LOT to remind ourselves how we sing after having
a long break due to the pandemic. We then reviewed some solfege and rhythms. We also spent time
working on raps and performing before the class. I was amazed to see so many students’
personalities just blossom during this activity and felt like I was able to really get to know them. We
then moved to learning our treble clef staff notes in preparation for our Ukulele unit. We are starting
our Ukulele unit currently where they will learn to play some songs as well as write their own songs.
We have been having a great time in Music and I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year has for us.
Sharon Williams

Pre-K
In PreK we have started Unit 3: Families. This unit we will be focusing on what makes a family, how are
families alike and different, what do families do together, what is in and around a home, how do
families help each other, what is a family history, how do things work in a home and do your friends
and family live near us or far away. In math we finished up working on the numbers 0-5 and have
started a new unit on shapes. We will be learning about 2D and 3D shapes. In science we will be
learning about plants, day and night, magnets, and different sources of energy. In social studies we
are learning about family history, different homes in a neighborhood, different characteristic of a home
and connections between building materials and environmental conditions. In social emotional we are
learning about different feelings and how to express our feelings. We will be learning the letters Tt, Ii,
Nn and Cc during the next few weeks.
Reading at home will make a HUGE difference in your child’s school success! Make reading part of
your everyday routine. We have library on Tuesday. Your child is able to pick a book from our school
library. Please take a moment to read the book to your child. A new book cannot be checked out till the
book is returned. Thank you for your support.
The following things you can work on with your child at home, recognizing their name, spelling name,
writing their name, and counting to 30.
Ms. Debi

Kindergarden
Our classes have been reading stories about the sounds we hear in our neighborhoods and
communities. Your child has been experimenting with ways to make sounds. We have talked about
how we can listen to the many sounds around us to know what is happening in our surroundings. We
also talk about the volume of noises we hear, and the noises we make. Ask your student what their
voice level is during class time, maybe they can share with you what volume that correlates to!
We have also been working hard on comprehension skills in kindergarten. We want our students to be
able to tell the key details from a text and identify why those details are important to the story. We are
always working on our phonics skills, especially now that we are starting to practice blending sounds
together to read words! As always, please continue to work with your students on our high frequency

words, or sight words. Here are the words we know so far; I can, see, the, a, we, to, and. To practice
these words, you could have your child search for and circle the words in the newspaper, a magazine,
or a piece of mail you have at home. In math, we just finished up our unit on shapes. We learned about
several 2D shapes (circle, hexagon, triangle, square, and rectangle) as well as any 3D shapes (sphere,
cylinder, cube, cone). We have become masters are finding and making shapes! We are now moving on
to our measurement module. We have started to learn about measuring length and height, we will then
go in to measuring weight. We will even learn about capacity in this unit!
Reading Tip: Search for objects that begin or end with the letter n, such as nails and pan. Write the
words on sticky notes and have your child put the notes on each object. You can do this for all of the
letters we have learned so far; m, a, s, p, t, i
Math Tip: Ask your students to find objects that are longer or shorter something they can measure
with at home, like a spoon, a shoe, or a cell phone! Encourage them to use the words “longer than,”
“shorter than,” “taller than” and “shorter than” when describing the objects. You can do this with the
weight of two or more objects as well!
Ms. Sowell & Ms. Larsen

1st Grade
It was so awesome to visit with you during parent teacher conferences regarding how well your child
is working! We got to experience our first assembly in our new gym this school year when KC Wolf
from the Chiefs came to teach us how to “Be a Buddy ~ Not a Bully!” One of the messages KC Wolf
gave to us was “It’s nice to be important, but it’s more important to be nice!” Which helped to lead into
Bully Prevention discussions.
We got to have another assembly to recognize amazing STEP-UP character traits. The students were
so proud of their accomplishments and the staff was very proud of them too!
First grade is rocking in Reading; as well as Math and ALL skills! We are concentrating on being active
listeners, following directions and working collaboratively. We would like to thank you for your support
in education and for your donations for our Fall Festival. We had so much fun, and we were able to
reinforce animal habitats, animal facts and where animals live from our ELA Wonders; Unit 2 Week 3,
along with informational facts about bats. We described the differences between true facts
(Informational Text) and Fiction (Fantasy or Made up). The students were able to state the differences
between fact and fantasy when we compared informational texts about bats. Stellaluna was one of
our non-fiction stories that we enjoyed.
First grade is working diligently on blends such as: bl, cl, fl, pl, sl, br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, sk, sm, sn, sp, st,
sw, tw and end blends: nd, st, nk. As well as th, sh and -ng. The children are so used to learning each
letter name and it’s sound, so it’s a little challenging to begin a new strategy by putting two letters
together to make one sound while reading or writing. For instance, one of the strategies that we are
working on currently is to “Chunk” the sounds. An example would be chip or skunk. Knowing these
strategies will build the students confidence and help them to be more successful sounding out words
to read and to write. We are looking forward to more writing activities with complete sentences and
details to help extend the writing process and to make it more interesting for the reader.
Our Red Ribbon Week concluded nicely, and the students learned quite a bit about kindness and being
h lh I i
h
l
hh
h
hild h
l d
d hi
d

to be able to work with your child every day!

Best Wishes,
Mrs. Bascue & Mrs. Biram

2nd Grade
Our plants continue to grow in our Plant Hub greenhouse. Looks like our lettuce is ahead of the rest of
our salad ingredients. The good news is we like lettuce! Now we just need a little Ranch dressing. 😊
We are planning to thin our carrots and cauliflower and maybe our onions. Maybe you’ll have a chance
to visit our Plant Hub when you come for our Family Fun Night on Thursday, November 18th.
What is Family Fun Night you ask? This is a chance for you to bring the family and learn some games
that you can play at home with your child. Our second graders will be doing math games with regular
decks of cards. Each child will get to keep a deck of cards with the games. We hope you’ll come and
enjoy the fun.
Since we mentioned math, this is a reminder to encourage your second grader to work on the at-homeskill-sheets you received at parent teacher conferences. There were handwriting pages, math packets
and word lists to practice. There are questions listed that you can ask over literature and informational
stories too.
Thanks again for all you do to help your child achieve and be happy.
Mrs. Ascher & Ms. Witt

3rd Grade
First off, thank you for the awesome conferences a few weeks ago. Having families here in person
again was amazing! It’s hard to believe that we are already in the 2nd quarter of the school year. So far
everything is going awesome! Over the last month we’ve been hard at work learning about time, liquid,
and weight measurements in Math. During Reading we are learning why various cultures have
immigrated to the United States. Mixtures and solutions have been our focus in Science.
Our classes have also been busy developing our green thumbs in the brand-new greenhouse. Soon we
will be harvesting our various types of lettuce we planted in September. The students are looking
forward to making our own dressings and croutons to pair with our student grown salads. With
second quarter in full swing, we’re excited to see what lies ahead!
Mr. McCallister & Ms. Staley

4th Grade
As our year moves on we head into such an exciting time in 4th grade. This month in math kids will be
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also be doing long division plus factoring with prime and composite numbers. We also will continue to
bring a focus on story problem with the emphasis of not reading the problem all at once, but instead
stopping and illustrating or solving as they read it. Extra practice on review and preview lessons will
continue during our WIN time as well. Please help your young people memorize their multiplication
facts at home (2-12).\
In reading we are working hard in whole groups and small groups with both expository and narrative
text in our wonders program. We are using data driven instruction to best hone in our teaching efforts
to better serve our young people. We do ask our kids are applying their learnings to 20 minutes of
reading each night Monday through Thursday.
In science we will be finishing up with environments and getting into to soils including the effects of
weathering and erosion. We will be conducting experiments to understand the effects of these on our
world and the constant changing of the land on our planet.
We are also exited to continue to build our classroom families even stronger as our young people are
maturing and further making strong adjustments into their professional setting on a daily basis. To
our parents, thank you for your support and all you do for your kids!!!
Mr. Hall & Ms. Dill

5th Grade
Our 5th graders have been learning so much since our last newsletter. In math, we are learning how to
divide multi-digit numbers and even dividing with decimals using a multitude of strategies. We are
preparing to take our second module test soon in math as well. In reading, we are learning about the
different genres, Folktale and Poetry. Our students are loving it! In writing, we are working on
informational writing. They all wrote informative pieces on the topics of Veteran’s Day and
planets/constellations. Our next topics for the month of November are fall related things such as
pumpkin patches, fall weather, football and harvesting. We are diving into the topic of the atmosphere
and the transfer of energy in science. Lastly, in social studies we are discussing the European
exploration of the American colonies and also the colonization of the Americas.
We are excited to see what the month of November has in store for our students! We just wrapped up
our Anti-Bullying Week and Red Ribbon Week which was so much fun for everyone. Also, our Parent
Teacher Conferences had 98% attendance which we are so thankful for because that’s amazing! We
are very proud of how much these students have learned so far and continue to be amazed every day
by their humor, determination and personalities. These students have been working so hard these first
couple of months, and we are excited to continue to watch them grow!
Mrs. Mackay, Ms. Riley, and Mrs. Ramos

